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Lit Circle Analysis Sheet: Word Watcher

Word Watcher: While reading the assigned section, you watch out for words worth knowing. These words might be interesting, new, important, or used in unusual ways. It is important to indicate the specific location of the words so the group can discuss these words in context.

PART ONE: PERSONAL COMMENTARY

1. General Reaction to this section of this reading:

2. “Ah-ha” Moments, Epiphanies, or New Conclusions drawn about the story during this reading session:

PART TWO: LITERARY COMMENTARY 

Select four to five words ( only two to three if you are acting as the Innovative Illustrator and the Word Watcher for this session) that are significant to understanding this section of the text, and use the vocabulary squares on the back of this sheet to analyze them for the group (note: if you have downloaded this form from the class website, the vocabulary squares are attached in a separate document).  These words can be unique, bizarre, funny, formal, or archaic, and at least TWO of them must be connected with your annotations staples (see page 1 of “The Scarlet Letter Required Annotations and Reading Calendar”)
Sample Questions to ask yourself before selecting the words:

� Which words are used frequently?

� Which words are used in unusual ways?

� What words seem to have special meaning to the characters or author?

� What new words do you find in this section?

� What part of speech is this word?

� What is the connotative meaning of this word?
PART THREE: QUESTIONING

Choose ONE Question for quality thinking (QQT) stem to formulate a discussion question for your group based upon your vocabulary selection. 
Lit Circle Analysis Sheet: 
Innovative Illustrator

Illustrator: Your role is to draw what you read. This might mean drawing a scene as a cartoon like sequence, or an important scene so readers can better understand the action. You can draw maps or organizational trees to show how one person, place, or event relates to the others. Be sure to explain how your drawing relates to the text. Label your drawings so we know who the characters are. You can make your illustration either manually or electronically on a poster, piece of paper, word processor document, internet engine, or creative software. 

PART ONE: PERSONAL COMMENTARY

1. General Reaction to this section of this reading:

2. “Ah-ha” Moments, Epiphanies, or New Conclusions drawn about the story during this reading session:

PART TWO: LITERARY COMMENTARY 
1. Complete your drawing
2. In preparation for discussion, briefly explain the literary significance of your drawing either in the space below; at least TWO of your points must be connected with your annotations staples (see page 1 of “The Scarlet Letter Required Annotations and Reading Calendar”).
Sample Questions to ask yourself when preparing your explanation
Why did you choose this scene to illustrate?

� How does this drawing relate to the story?

� Why did you choose to draw it the way you did?

� What do we see---i.e., who and/or what is in this picture?

� What, if anything, did drawing it help you see that you had not noticed before?

� What did this quotation/passage make you think about when you read it?

� What are you trying to accomplish through this drawing?

Lit Circle Analysis Sheet: 
Discussion Director

Discussion Director: Your role demands that you identify the important aspects of your assigned text, and develop questions your group will want to discuss—your job is to make sure your group “gets it” Focus on the major themes or “big ideas” in the text and your reaction to those ideas. What interests you will most likely interest those in your group. You are also responsible for facilitating your group’s discussion.
PART ONE: PERSONAL COMMENTARY

1. General Reaction to this section of this reading:

2. “Ah-ha” Moments, Epiphanies, or New Conclusions drawn about the story during this reading session:

PART TWO: LITERARY COMMENTARY 
1. Compile a list, web, or thinking map of several different thematic ideas that Hawthorne comments on in the story. These the thematic ideas are just what their name suggests—ideas; they do not need to be fully developed in to statements yet (examples: outward appearance vs. inward character, secret sin, greed). At least TWO of your thematic ideas must be connected with your annotations staples (see page 1 of “The Scarlet Letter Required Annotations and Reading Calendar”)
2. Take three of these thematic ideas and use them to compose formal thematic statements. Ask yourselves: what EXACTLY might Hawthorne be trying to tell the audience about these ideas (example: Man has the potential to be dark and sinister on the inside, regardless of how he may appear on the surface).

PART THREE: QUESTIONING
Finally, take these three thematic ideas, and form three to five questions that will lead the lit. Circle to discovering and understanding these thematic ideas for themselves; think about what Mrs. Coleman does during class discussion each day! Here’s an example from “Heidegger:” By having the characters repeat the same mistakes of their past upon regaining their youth, what might Hawthorne be communicating about the nature of man?
Lit Circle Analysis Sheet: 
Literary Luminary

You find passages your group would like to/should hear read aloud. These passages should be memorable, interesting, puzzling, funny, and important. Your notes should include the quotations but also why you chose them, and what you want to say about them. You can either read the passage aloud yourself or ask members of your group to read roles.
PART ONE: PERSONAL COMMENTARY

1. General Reaction to this section of this reading:

2. “Ah-ha” Moments, Epiphanies, or New Conclusions drawn about the story during this reading session:

PART TWO: LITERARY COMMENTARY 
1. Pick two “close read” passages (Be sure to note the page and paragraph number so that you may reference it for the class) from the story that illuminate pivotal events in the story or are key to understanding Hawthorne’s use of symbol and theme.  At least one of these passages must be connected with your annotations staples (see page 1 of “The Scarlet Letter Required Annotations and Reading Calendar”)
2. Jot down why you feel each passage is significant for the circle to understand
PART THREE: QUESTIONING

1. Using the Questions for Quality thinking (QQT) stems in the Unit Overview packet, form three to five questions to ask the class that will help the group understand the literary significance of these passages 

Lit Circle Analysis Sheet: 
Clever Connector

Connector: Your job is to connect what you read with what you study in this or other classes. You can also connect the story with events in your own life or the world outside school as depicted in the news or other media. Another valuable source of connections is books you’ve already read this year. Connections should be meaningful to you and those in your group.

PART ONE: PERSONAL COMMENTARY

1. General Reaction to this section of this reading:

2. “Ah-ha” Moments, Epiphanies, or New Conclusions drawn about the story during this reading session:

PART TWO: LITERARY COMMENTARY 
1. Compile a list or web of several different “real-life” associations (this could include current events, historical events, American or international culture, personal events, movies that your circle members may have seen, books that your circle members may have read, songs your circle members may have heard, or experiences that your circle members may have had). At least two of these connections must directly relate to your annotations staples (see page 1 of “The Scarlet Letter Required Annotations and Reading Calendar”). You may include your connections below, on an electronic document, or on the back of this paper. 
PART THREE: QUESTIONING

1. Using the Questions for Quality Thinking (QQT) stems in the Unit Overview packet, form four to five questions to ask the class that will (1) help the class form their own connections and (2) help lead the class to discovering the connections that you listed for themselves; think about what Mrs. Coleman does during class discussion each day! You may include your questions AND your answers to the questions on the back of this paper, or in a separate document. 
Lit Circle Analysis Sheet: 
Synoptic Summarizer

Prepare a brief summary of the day’s reading. In some cases, you might ask yourself what details, characters, or events are so important that they would be included on an exam. If it helps you to organize the information, consider making a numbered list or a timeline.
PART ONE: PERSONAL COMMENTARY

1. General Reaction to this section of this reading:

2. “Ah-ha” Moments, Epiphanies, or New Conclusions drawn about the story during this reading session:

PART TWO : LITERARY COMMENTARY 
1. Come up with a creative way to outline most important events of the assigned reading (this could involve using a flow chart, timeline, thinking map, or any other creative or organizational tool).  Feel free to do this on a separate paper or electronic document, but be sure to attach a copy of your work before turning it in. 
PART THREE : QUESTIONING
2. Using the QQT STEMS in the Unit Overview, Form three to five questions to pose to your Lit. Circle that explore the significance of these events. At least two of these questions should relate to your annotations staples (see page 1 of “The Scarlet Letter Required Annotations and Reading Calendar”).  You may include your questions AND your answers to these questions below, on the back of this paper, or in a separate document. 
